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The first point is made clearly in this opening sentence and is immediately supported with textual evidence. The language is also clear and fluent, and occasionally shows control over very sophisticated vocabulary: ‘… unsolicited intimate revelations’.














The writer has moved beyond merely observing the fact that Nick is used as a pawn. She proceeds to relate this back to the main argument of the essay: although/because we see him used as a pawn this helps to make him illuminating as a narrator.




















Do you feel that there is enough evidence to support some of the assertions made in this paragraph?




















Whilst you may mention other texts in this response, it is certainly not required. However, you could do so briefly if you thought the reference would help to clarify or develop a point you were making in the essay.













































































The writer has clarified her position by using the phrase ‘to a greater extent’ in direct relation to the question.





The writer has not wasted time summarising every argument, but she has quickly and lucidly summed up the focus of her argument
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‘Viewing events through Nick’s eyes is both illuminating and problematic. Discuss.’





While there are problems associated with seeing the events that unfold in The Great Gatsby through Nick's eyes, this technique is to a greater extent illuminating than it is problematic. Nick's reflective character and relatively minor part in the events make him the perfect vehicle through which to observe the actions of Daisy, Tom and Gatsby. The first person narrative enhances the novel by making the reader feel more involved and while the reader initially inherits Nick's fairly conservative viewpoints and judgments of other characters, this is no doubt the intention of the author.


Nick is fairly laid back and reserved and as the first page of the novel tells us, this has often led him to receive unsolicited intimate revelations: ‘I'm inclined to reserve all judgments, a habit that has opened up many curious natures to me and also made me the victim of not a few veteran bores’. This is well demonstrated in the novel as everyone, from Gatsby to Myrtle, feels the need to confide in Nick. Gatsby eventually takes Nick into his confidence and tells him his story, Tom takes Nick to meet Myrtle and she is quite open in telling Nick all about her first meeting with Tom.  <Comment 1>


Perhaps because of his nature, and his status as observer within the group, these main players also feel that they can use Nick: Gatsby to achieve his dreams, Tom to show off and Daisy to amuse herself for as long as possible. Gatsby uses Nick and his house for his reunion with Daisy, and Tom almost forces Nick to come to New York with him and Myrtle. Nick says of this encounter: ‘Though I was curious to see her, I had no desire to meet her – but I did. I went up to New York with Tom on the train one afternoon, and when we stopped by the ash heaps he ... literally forced me from the car.’ 


‘We're getting off,’ he insisted. ‘I want you to meet my girl.’ This is very convenient from the reader's point of view, as Nick seems to be there at all the crucial moments. That the characters all use Nick as a pawn in their respective games is also indicative of their character and their determination and desperation to get what they want, as in Gatsby's case. <Comment 2> This is illuminating, as the outcomes of all the events in the book are a result of the characters and their interactions.


As the narrator, Nick is somewhat of a tokenistic character. He is much more the passive observer than active passer of judgment. His relationship with Jordan appears superficial and the novel is very clearly not centred on him, in contrast to many narrative novels. Nick is evidently the most stable and least complicated of the characters, while all the other characters are fluid and more complex. He is fairly impartial yet is drawn into the fray by the main players. This is illuminating because the novel is thus unclouded by Nick's problems and events in his own life. <Comment 3>


Obviously, the most problematic aspect of seeing things through Nick's eyes is that the reader is not exposed to the thoughts of characters other than Nick. The reader must rely on Nick's interpretation of how the characters feel and think. However, the nature of Nick's narration and his role in the novel indicate that Nick is more a channel for F. Scott Fitzgerald to express his views than he is meant to be an integral part of the novel. In On The Road by Jack Kerouac, another novel symbolic of a generation and an era, and written in first person, the reader receives not only a strong picture of the beat generation but of Sal Paradise, the narrator. In On the Road the reader becomes aware of Paradise's foibles and inconsistencies, Nick is a much more peripheral character and the reader learns little about him, and is not really that interested, because the reader becomes absorbed in the lives of the main protagonists. Hence, this type of narrative is more illuminating than problematic because it is relatively unclouded by the narrator. <Comment 4>


That Nick is writing after the events have taken place is problematic but also illuminating as it adds a poignant tone to the novel. It is problematic because Nick has returned to the West disillusioned by what he has witnessed and experienced, causing the reader to already have some knowledge that things go wrong in the East. This is also illuminating because it is a convenient vehicle for F. Scott Fitzgerald to express his own disillusionment with an era concerned mainly with amassing material possessions, being seen in the 'right' company and simply having a good time.


Nick's bias towards certain characters could also be problematic, especially concerning Daisy. While Nick is not quite as enraptured by Daisy as other men obviously have been, he still describes her in a very flattering and enigmatic way: ‘Her face was sad and lovely with bright things in it, bright eyes, and a bright passionate mouth, but there was an excitement in her voice that men who had cared for her found difficult to forget: a singing compulsion, a whispered 'Listen', a promise that she had done gay, exciting things just a while since and that there were gay, exciting things hovering in the next hour.’ This suggests that Nick is quite fascinated by Daisy and hence the story could be portrayed as unjustifiably generous to Daisy. Indeed, the real picture of Daisy comes more from what she says and does than Nick's narrative. However, this is more illuminating than problematic as comments such as these display the effect that Daisy has on men and enhances the reader's image of her.


While there are certain aspects of seeing events through Nick's eyes which could be interpreted as problematic, this technique is to a greater extent illuminating. <Comment 5> The style of Nick's narrative and the fact that Nick is more of a vehicle for the author to impart his message than a complicated character in himself meets the author's purpose. Writing through Nick allows the author to provide unique descriptions and opportunities for characterisation, and engages the reader in a way that would not be possible in a novel written in another style. <Comment 6>  
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