
 

 

 

Describing species is a complex process by which biologists determine an organism’s unique 
characteristics. 
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Biodiversity hotspots are geographical areas that contain high numbers of endemic species. The purpose of the 
concept was to identify important locations on the planet for conservation efforts. By protecting hotspots, 
governments are able to protect a larger number of species.  
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 Conceptual Models 



 

 

 

 

The fossil record of the mass extinction events was the basis for defining periods of geological history. They 
typically occur at the transition point between geological periods. 
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 The Five Mass Extinctions 


