Glossary

alliteration:
the repetition of consonants for effect, as in ‘Frank in free flight’.

analogy:
similarity, process of reasoning from similar cases, as in ‘the war in the Middle East has its analogy in the dominance of gangs in the street’.

analyse:
to show the essential essence of something by breaking it down into its component parts and examining each part

area of study
broad breakdown of aspects of work in a subject. The ways of thinking employed in one are of study are not restricted to just that one area. For instance, there is obviously a deal of analytical or creative thinking going on in all three areas of study for English: (1) Reading and the study of texts; (2) The craft of writing; and (3) Effective oral communication.

argue:
present the case for or against a given proposition.

assessment task:   
A specific explanation of the work that must be done to achieve the outcome; this work evolves directly from the description of the outcome. Assessment tasks are assessed internally (ie within the school).

assonance:
the repetition of vowel sounds for effect.

assumption:
a proposition that is accepted as being true for the purposes of the argument

compare:
look for similarities and differences between propositions.

contrast:
compare by focusing on the differences

connotation:
the range of secondary, accompanying meanings implied by a word.

contention:
in an argument, the main point argued for.

criticise:
give your judgement about the merit of theories or opinions, the truth of facts and back your judgement by a discussion of evidence.

define:
set down the precise meaning of a word or phrase, show that the distinctions implied in the definition are necessary.

denotation:
the primary meaning of a word, its literal meaning.

describe:
give a detailed, graphic account.

diatribe:
violent, bitter verbal attack, denunciation

discuss:
investigate or examine a proposition or statement, debate the issue, give reasons and provide evidence.

emotive language:
language intended to rouse the reader’s emotions (be they anger, pity, sympathy, horror, fear …)

enumerate:
list, or specify and describe.

essay:
any composition in prose that discusses a topic, offers an opinion, or attempts to persuade the reader to a point of view.

evaluate:
make an appraisal, or judgement about the worth of something.

examine:
investigate the issues, the qualities and problems and their implications.

explain:
make clear, show how something works, account for in detail.

expository:
expository writing explains, sets out the facts, or sets the context for a narrative.

flippant:
not taking the topic seriously

generalised language:  language lacking any specific detail, but relying on the vague connotations 

hyperbole:
a deliberate exaggeration for effect.

illustrate:
explain and make clear by the use of examples, diagrams or figures.

interpret:
bring out the meaning of, make your view clear, including your own judgement.

invective:
vicious, bitter verbal attack

justify:
show adequate grounds for decisions or conclusions.

juxtaposition:
the placing of one element next to another. In text, the meaning is often affected by the cut from one image to another, placing one scene next to another, and the positioning of events.

irony:
there is irony when the effect of words is opposite to that intended.

issue:
an important topic, something worth raising questions about.

metaphorical:
language that describes one thing as another, as in ‘the student has passed the halfway point in the VCE marathon and the finishing line is within reach.’

outcome
The focal point towards which your work in a part of the course should be heading. To ‘achieve’ this outcome you must demonstrate that you have successfully reached this point. In English, when you satisfactorily complete two specified assessment tasks, you will have demonstrated that you have ‘achieved’ that outcome.

outline:
give the main features or the general principles of a subject omitting minor details.

patronising:
assuming air of superiority toward

prove:
demonstrate the truth or falsity by producing evidence.

rationale:
the statement of reason for undertaking a study, a review or an activity.

relate:
narrate or show how things are connected together.

review:
examine a subject critically, or make a survey of a subject.

rhetoric:
the art of speaking or writing, in which language is carefully crafted to convince, move or persuade.

rhetorical question:
a powerful device in argument, it is a question asked for effect rather than to get answer.

satire:
written or visual material that exaggerates characteristics for the purpose of ridicule or criticism.

state:
specify clearly and fully.

summarise:
give a concise account of the main points, omitting details and examples.

tone:
the feeling of attitude of the ‘voice’ in writing or speaking.

trace:
identify and describe the development or history of a topic.

syntax:
the grammar of a sentence, the arrangement of words and groups in a sentence and their connections.

