The Franklin River Campaign.

‘For those of us who were involved - and I suspect, for many who were not - the Franklin has become now more than simply a river; it has become an idea, an idea that - like the Franklin itself - is deep and secret and very powerful.’ 

1972


Lake Pedder is flooded.

1980
The Hydro Electricity Commission (HEC) proposes to build a dam in a National (State) Park.

1981


Referendum - people given choice between:




Gordon-above-Olga

7.94%




Gordon-below-Franklin

47.14%

Informal-NO DAMS

44.89%

1982 
January 25th
Federal Government confirmed nomination of south-west for World 

Heritage listing.  This would require federal government to ensure ‘protection, conservation … and transmission to future generations of the natural heritage … to the utmost of its own resources …’

May 15th
Tasmanian State election - Liberals win government.

June 16th
Bill to proceed with Franklin Dam is passed 29:2

Hydro Electricity Commission (HEC) debt already $865 million.

The Dam details: 


 180mgw
$1.5 billion
$8.3 mill/mgw

compared with Brazil’s Itaipu Dam: 
12,600mgw
$18.5 billion
$1.5 mil/mgw

· Tasmania has the highest per capita consumption of electricity in the world.  Companies use 67% of the electricity, at enormously subsidised rates, and provide 6% of the jobs.  The dam will provide 600 jobs for 10 years of construction. 29 jobs after completion.

1982 
November 
Senate Select Committee:

· recommends no dam needed

· Federal Government does have power to stop construction

· Tasmania government passed amendment to act to make it illegal to trespass on land (National Park/World Heritage land) controlled by HEC.

1982 
December 14th 
World Heritage Listing of South-West.




Blockade begins - 1300 arrests by the end of February.




Aims : 

· Force Federal Government to intervene under World Heritage Commission Act.
· Press for Federal inquiry into future of South-West under Environment Protection Act 1975.

· Press Tasmanian Government to declare a moratorium on development in Wild Rivers National Park.

· Minimise the HEC damage to the wilderness by physical confrontation.

1983
February 3rd 
Double dissolution of Federal Parliament.


March 1st
Last blockade action.


March 5th 
Labour elected ‘There will be no dam’ - Hawke’s promise.


March 7th 
Blockade ends.

1993 
July 1st 

High Court stops the dam.   
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